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FOR ADM MCCAIN, INFO GEN CLAY, ADRM CLARﬁY:. &

P‘

U _dopPY NUMBER

7 _MOORER

CJCS SENDS
pELIVER DURING DUTY HOUHS

A1 L INE BACKER TARGETS ‘U>

hé}s; A, CINCPAC ©¥38519Z Agg 72, B, CINCPAC P385477 AUG 72,
C, 7AF 0311002 AUG 72, D, COMUSHACY B31151Z AUG 7%, By JCS 98547
2446952 JUN 72, S - | o
1, REF A RECONFIRMS PRIORITY UF NE/NW HA[L LINE INTERDICTION,
REF B ADDRESSES PLANS FOR Bmb2 STRIKE OPERAT10MS IN kORTHERN NVN,
REF G, AMONG OTHER THINUS, ASSESSES STATUS OF NE BA!LFLINEU‘ REF D
‘REAFflR 5 COVTINUING REuubeMENT FOR MAXIMUM B=52 SUPFORT, OF

BATTLE ]N RVNy REF E VAL JDATES SbLECTED TARGETS IN NORTHERN NVN FO?

BeSZ STRIKES,
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E.' | HAVE FOLLOWED THE D]ALOGUE AS EXPKESSED m REFS,A THRU D

JITH INTEREST, YOU SHOULD NUTE THAT: THE PICTURE AS SEEN FROM HERE
[S THAT A DISPROPQRTIONATE SHARE QF THE AlEEFORT S PROGRAMMED
[N THE NVN PANHANDLE AT THE EXPENSE OF TARGETS [N THE NORTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGES, T0 ILLUSTRATE MY POINTy LESS THAN 25 PERCENT OF THE
VALIUATED TARGETS IN RP V AND V] HAVE BEEN STRUCK, I RECOGN] ZE
TRAT MANY YALIDATED TARGETS MAY NEVER BE $IRU§K FOR EXCELLENT
REASUNS, NONETHELESS: ONLY 74 NEW TAKGETS WERE STRUCK DURING
JULYs THE JULY TOTALS INCLUDING RESTHIKES SHOW ONLY 5 TARGETS
WERE STRUCK IN RP V, QBiIN RP VIA AND 172 IN RP-V]B, WHILE THE
NEED FOR STRONG INTERDICT]ON OPERATIONS IN THE LOWER ROUTE PACKAGES
1S CERTAINLY APPRECIATED, THE LIMITED WEIGHT OF EFFORT AGAINST KEY
'@FTS IN THE NORTHERN AREA OF NVN RAISES QUl:S’fIONS 'AS TQ NHETH5R
3, THEREFORE, IT APPEARS WE MUST INCREASE OUR OVERALL EFFORTS
ik THE NORTH BY REFINING OUR CONCEPT OF DPERATION EVERY WAY
POSSIBLE FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT ON THE ENEMY, FOR INSTANGE, WE MUST
MAKE FULLESYT USE OF ALL THE VISUAL DAYLIGHT FLYING WEATHER, AlLae
THOUGH MORNING STRIKES LEAVE MORE TIME FOR SAR, A DQUBLE OR TRIPLE
PUNCH [N ONE. DAY MAY WELL FIND THE ENEMY [N CONFUSION WITH HIS
DEFENSES DEGRADED AND LOWER OUR OVERALL LOUSSES, AS INCLEMENY
WEATHER BECOMES MQRE OF A FACTOR, WE MUST USE MORE ALLeWEATHER
PAGE 2 : 10PSETRET TILLELER
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'ﬁIlUNHL FULLARY LURLAARN . LEHIER '
MESSAGE CENTER
1

tovwsecest [ DECLASSIFIED | sess

JOMBING TECHNJOUES, FOR EXAMPLE, WHILE THE CVA A«b IS NOW BEING

JSEp EXTENSIVELY UP NORTH, ] WISH TO EMFHASIZE THE VALUE [N USING
[H1S AIRCRAFT TO CONTINUE HARASSMENT OF THE ENEMY AT N!GHT AND
JUR{NG PERIODS WHEN WRATHER PRRVEHTS V:SNAL BOHRING, « AM SURE YOU
A\GREE [T WILL PAY DIVIDENDS TO EXPLO1T To THE FULLEST THE UNIQUE
SAPABILITY OF THE Aw6 [N BOTH AN ALPHA STRIKE AND ARHED RECONNA1Se
;ANCE ROLE, TH]S EFFORT SHOULD CQNT:NUE‘INvoyvag'ALL Ae6 ASSETS,
N TH]S REGARD, | NOTE THE NAM PHUNG MARINE Ae6 A[RGRAFT ARE
ARGELY OPERATING IN MRQi DURING BRAYLJGHT ﬁOUBS. USING THE MARINE
\LL»WEATHER CAPABILITY [N RF | WOULD COMPOUND THE ENEMY!'S PROBLEHS
[N TH]S REAR SUPPORT AREA AND SHOULD FREE SOME USAF SORTIES FOR USE
TR NORTHERN ROUTE PACKAGES, WE ALSO HAVE AN EXCELLENT ALLs

qei¥ﬁER SYSTEM W1TH THE L,ORAN Fe4 AND MORE EXTENS|VE APPLICAT[ONS
SHOULD BE POSSIBLE IN NVN, THIS WILL BE THE SUBJECT.OF A SUBSEs
JUENT MESSAGE, FINALLY, | AM OPTIMISIJC THAT THE Fwili DEPLOYMENT
[ILL BE APPROVED FOR SEFTEMBER, THE Fsiil SHOULD GREATLY ASSIST IN
OUR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE AN ALLsWEATHER PRESENCE IN THE NORTHERN |
R0UTE PACKAGES,

4, DURING PER]ODS WHEN GOOD FLYING WEATHER IS FORECAST OVER ALL
OF NVN, THE ARMED RECONNA]SSANCE EFFORT IN THE NVN PANHANBLE SHOULD
BE SHIFTED TO BOMBING IN RP V, VIA, AND VIH, A4S A GENERAL RULE,

7.
B7-03 rAas '
PAGE 3 10PSELRET 00200301

- [ DEGLASSIFIED |
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SECTION 2 OF 5195

RANbIT/mazaisz/aezﬂzbzrgaazw7GRPw392 B
& RUEKAAA #p544 2192025 .
NY AAAAA v
 p62R1B82 AUG 72 2FF6 )

'y JCS ’
0 RUHHHOA/CINCPAC
NFQ RUHHABA/CINCPACAF B S
UHHBRA/CINCPACFLY .
Y ' . '

- 0P SECRE?"T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE  249%

ECTION 2 OF 2 | S
.CHEDULING A MlNIHAL EFFORT IN RP | THROUGH ]V WHEN THE WEATHEH 1]

00D IN THE NORTH, NOULD ALLDW FOR A SUBSTANTIAL EFFORT 5GA145T THE
{ORE LUGRATIVE RP Vev] TARGETS, 710 OFFSET UNEXPECTED BAD WEATHER
‘N YHE NORTHERN RQUTE PACKAGES, SIRIKES IN THE ‘LDNEB-RDPYE PaCAAGES
‘LD BE SCHEDULED AS wEAIﬁER ALIERNAJES, '

: \
" 5, A FURTHER SOURCE OF CONCERN HERE S THE APPARENT

JISPKOPQRTIONATE EFFORT BEING MADE THROUGHOUT NVN N ARMED
{ECONNA]SSANCE OPERATIDONS AS OPPOSED T0 STRIKES AGAINST

JALTD FIXED TARGETS, IT IS RECOGNJZED YHAT CERTAIN SORTIES
JRESENTLY BEING REPORTEU AS ARMED RECONNA[SSANCE ACTUALLY
INCLUDE STRIKES. AGAINST BE«NUMBERED TARGETS) HOWEVER, TRE
{:EPQRTS DO NOT REFLECT THESE STRIKES AND THE JMPRESSICH T#Z7Z#
"0REs |S THAT OUR ARMED RECONNA]SSANCE QPERATJONS ARE NZT
cAneﬁULLY.DEVELOPEDs ADDING 10 THIS MISGONCEPT{ON, 15 T#E
PAGE | TOPSE ©r 2a¥R00RL
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WML LEIYILN -
MESSAGE CENTER

}CT THATu IN SOME CASES, SPECIF]C ROUTE- SEGMENTS AGAINST

IICH ARMED RECONNAISSANCE is COHMITTED ARE NOT IDENT[FIED

THE OPERATIONAL REPORTS. THESE CONCERNS CAN BE CORRECTED

MINGR CHANGES 710 OUR REPORTING PROCEDLRES

FIRST SPECIF
e ' IF1¢

SEGMENTS SHQULD BE FRAGGED AND REPQRTED AGAINST ARHED

coNNAISSANCE H!sSlONS. S!:COND; SORT]ES ASSIGNED

| ] 3

CIEICALLY AGAINST HARD TARGETS SHOULD nuT sE LISTED as

1ED RECONNAJSSANCE, THIRD; WHEN BE«NUMBERED TARGETS ARE HJt

TDENT TO ARMED RECONNA]S&ANCE MISSIONS, ¥HEY SHOULD BE S0
DITED IN THE OPERATIONAL KREPQRTS, _

6 
v LASTLYs [N REFERENCE TO YOUR PLANS FOR Bu52 STRIKES | AGRE
! GREE

A TH

) THEY CAN BE EMPLOYED PROEITABLY IN NVN AGAINST ANY of THE TAR

' L
PPECIFIED IN REF E OR AbAlNST AIRFIELYS,

NIFICANT MILITARY RESuLTS,

IN ADDITION To tHE
PERIOD:C B=52 RAJDS INTQ THE NyN

r

tTLAND HOULD FORCEFULLY DEMONSTRATE THE SERIQUSNESS OF OUR INTEN

S
TO THE HANO} LEAD&RSHIP.¢ I WILL CONTINUE Tg FORCEFYLLY

- . poU- - L ]
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TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE | oib los

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WEYAND, ADMIRAL CLAREY, GFNFRAL CLAY AND

GENERAL MEYER INFO ADMIRAL MOUPRER, GENERAL vOGT, VADM HOLLOWAY AND
RADM FLANAGAN FROM ADMIRAL MCCAIN
DELIVER DURING HAKING HOURS ONLY

LINEBACKER QPERATIONS (U) ‘ ,
1. (TS) WE ARE NOW APPROACHING OUR FOURTH MONTH OF LINEBACKER AIR
OPERATIONS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM, OUﬁ ACHIEVENTS IN DISRUPTING THE
NEMY TRANSPORATION AND SUpPLY DISTRIBUTIDN SYSTEM HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIAL,
D EPTET
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-244-14-5-0
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TOP SELRET [ DFCLASSIFIED |
®

PAGE 2 RUHHHGALI38 T O P S E € R E T PECAT EXCLUSTVE

DESTRUCTION OF LINES OF COMMUNICATION HAS SERVED POSITIVELY 1o

NENY RAPIN, EFFICIENT MOVEMENT OF WAR-MAKING MATERTALS TO THE SOUTH

AND HAS CAUSED HANOI TO REORDER PRIORITIES IN THE TASKING OF CRITICAL HOME.|

e

FRONT MANPOWER RESERVES, THE MAJORITY OF NVN POHER GENERATING FACILYTIES

HAVE BEEN RENDERED INOPERATIVE WITH LITTLE PROBABILITY OF SKORT~
TERM REPAIR. INTERDICTION OF TRANSSHIFMENT POINTS, POL STORAGE,
MILITARY SUPPLY SITES, AND FLEETING TARGETS HAS RESULTED IN
SIGNIFICANT BDA, IN GENERAL, WE SAY THA},puéH HAS REEN AécoMpLxsweo;
HOWEVER, THE ENEMY CONTINUES TO PURSUZ HIS GOALS In RVN, AND THERE 1S
MUCH LEFT TO BE DONE, ‘ |

%%’ (TS) IN THIS LIGHT, I THINK IT APPROPRIATE TO EXAMINE ANEW THE
HOAD ARRAY OF AIR ACTIONS AGAINST NVN WITH A VIEW TOWARDS FURTHER
REFINEMENT OF OUR CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS, THERE IS GROWING CONCERN
HFRE AND IN WASHINGTON THAT INSUFFICIENT EFFORT IS BEING APPLIFD
AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAM HEARTLAND, 1.E., RP FIVE AND SIX. THE
DATLY SORTIE COUNT IN RP { THROUGH 4 APPEARS DISPRnPDRTIONATELY‘HIGH
TH RELATION TO THE DAILY TOTALS BEING FLOWN IN NORTHERN NVYN AS
PERTAINS TO THE NUMRER AND RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF VALIDATED TARGETS

IN THESE RESPECYIVE AREAS. WHILE RECOGNIZING RP 1 AS BEING A PRIME

DECLASS rzﬂ

JAGE |
B € 3 RUHHHUALY138 TOPSETCRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

AR § - :
UPPORT AREA FOR ENEMY FORCES OPERATING IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE

No Ob;ectlon To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC- HAK 244-14-5-0
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# e COIITM T - 3
THE S0UTH, T AM NOT CONVINCED THAT “HE TACAIR/ARC [ IGHT WEIGHT OF
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-244-14-5-0
EF"-‘GRT NOW APPLIED REPWESENTS THE B{ ST USE OF THWEE RESOURCES 0N A
S

ASSETS FROM THE NORTHERN ROUTE PACK/GES TO THE NVN PANHANDLE, GREATFR

JIUTINE BASIS, ALTHOUGH WEATHER HAS REEN A FACTOR YN DIVERTING STRIKE

EMPHASIS ON STRIKES AGAINST VALIDATED TARGETS IN THE NVN HEARTLAND
15 REGUIRED, . - [BEBLASSAWED ’

3. (TS) TO ACCOMPLISH THE FOREGOING AND TO SIGNAL HANOI IN THE

STYRONGEST WAY POSSIBLE THAT OUR AIR PRESENCE OVER THEIR COUNTRY WILL

NOT DIMINISH, I WISH TO INTENSIFY THE AIR CAMPAIGN IN NORTHERN NN
T0 CARRY DUT THIS STEPPED“UP AIR EFFgﬁT, 1 AM DIRECTING
THE FOLLOKING ACTIONS BE IMPLEMENTED UPON RECEIPT
OF THIS MESSAGE, '
As FOR CINCPACFLT:
(1) CONTINUE T0 APPLY A THREE CVA TACAIR

;jTRIKE EFFORT TO LINEBACKER OPERAYIONS AND

BENSURE THAY AT LEAST HALF 0F YHESE SORTIES ARE éCHEDULED
IN RP=GB AND, IF REQUESTED ?Y PACAF, IN RP=6A,

(2) CONTINUE TO APPLY THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF

PAGE 4 RUHHHOA!&SB TOPSECGCRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
A=6 AIRCRAFT FOR ROUND THE CLODCK ?PERATIONS IN NVN WITH
ADDED EMPHASIS ON STRIKING THp NO&THERN ROUTE PACKS,
UTILIZING ALL~WEATHER CAPARILITIES AS REQUIRED,
(3) INVESTIGATE AND REPORT THE FEASIBILITY DF TEMPORARILY

_tNCREASING CYA A=~6 ASSETS DURING THE NEXT FEW MONTHS

s . . - -, L A T T WE PP . R T ]

No Objection To Dedclassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-244-14-50
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THROUGH TRADE=OFF

g e e
ATIRCRAFT,

/,. B. FOR CINCPACAF:

~§§i (1) APPLY A MINIMUMOF 48 STRIKE SORTIES PER ™

DAY IN RP=5 ANO 6A. THIS EFFORT SHOULD BE DIRECTED
AGAINST FIXED PRIORITY TARGETS.
(2) SCHEDULE VISUAL STRIKE SORTIES THROUGHQUT
YHE DAYLIGHT HOURS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE ‘OF WEATHER HINDOWS
THAT MAY OPEN DURING THE DAY WHEN WEAYHER IS FORECAST aELoH
VMG STRIKE MINIMUMS.,
C. FOR COMUSMALCV? N
(1) INSURE ADEQUATE AIR RESOURCES. ARE-MADE- AVAILABLE TO ATTAIN
THE DESIRED TACAIR/ARC LIGHT WEIGHT OF EFFORT IN NORTHERN NVN,
COMMENSURATE WITH CRITICAL SITUATIONS THAT MAY DEVELOP IN THE LAND

BATTLE.

(Y

PAGE 5 RUHHHQAL138 T O P S E ¢ R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

(2) WITH THE COMPLETION OF RUNWAY LIGHTING AND PROGRAMMED
IMPROVEWENT OF THE BASE POWER DISTRIBUTING SYSTEM, COMMENCE SCHEDULING
THE USMC A~6 AIRCRAFT LOCATED AT NAM PHONG AGAINST TARGETS IN RR~1
UTILIZING THE FULL SYSTEMS OF THIS AIRCRAFT TO PERFORM THE NIGHT/
ALL WEATHER ATTACK ROLE. AS AIRCREW EXPERTENCE 1S GAINED, THESE
MARINE ASSETS MAY BEST BE UTILIZED IN RP 5 AND 6A, INTERIM EMP(OYMENT
OF THE A=6 IN RP=1 WIL L ALLOW THE RELEASE OF ADDITIONAL F=4 ATRCRAFT
FROM RP=1 TO RR=5 AND 6A, , |
D. FOR CINCSAC: IT IS My INTENTION TO SCHEDULE PERIODIC Ba5p

"REPTARRIFIN | Tnp eppreT
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-244-14-5-0
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' s*f’lﬁfﬁs IM THE Nuniiicwms nuutc rauno ur nvn, - UHEU%SW
E. FOR ALL: | ' | Lﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬂhjéﬁllj

(2éé (1) CONTINUE TO COORNDINATE MUTUAL STRIKE AND SUPPORT EFFORTS
S9TROUGH THE LINEBACKER COORDINATING COMMITTEE WITH FOCUS ON APPLYING
A~6 ALL WEATHER STRIKE CAPABILITIES WHERE MOST NEENED,
(2) SUBMIT CONMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE INCREASED WEIGHT

OF EFFORT IN RP 5, 6A, AND 6B AS OUTE{NED IN. PARA'S 3A (1), (2) AND
38 (1), (2) ABQVE, REGUEST THIS INFORMATION BE FORWARDED TO CINCPAC
AFTER A THO WEEK TRIAL® . |

(3) REVISED REPORTING INSTRUCTION CONCERNING STRIKE AND

ARMED RECDNNAISSANCEV MISSIONS IN NVN WILL BE PROVIDED BY SEPARATE

-

-
¢

PAGE 6 RUHHHQA1138 T O P S E ¢ R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

T SSAGE

4, (U) WARMEST REGARDS,

GDhg~82

BT

#1138

ANNOTES

REQUEST DISTR INSTRUCTIONS FROM CJCS

*MRC WMM

NNNN | TOP S{';'n

AOn4367

5 | DECLASSIFIED |
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